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Election Day Brings Excitement

Coleman Waldrop

On Wednesday, delegates at the 89th
Alabama Boys State participated in one of the

most anticipated events of the week: General

Election Day. Candidates for state office

wrapped up campaign speeches before ballots

were cast.

One of the biggest highlights of the

day was the gubernatorial and lieutenant

gubernatorial debates, where Federalist and

Nationalist candidates discussed their goals

and leadership plans. Following the debates,
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delegates voted to determine the next Governor

and Lieutenant Governor of Alabama Boys

State.

Governor: William Ellard said “First off,

I'm thankful to the Federalists for nominating

me, and thankful to everyone who voted for

me. 'm excited to work with everyone to get a

plan passed, and I strive to ensure a quick and

efficient legislative process.”

Lieutenant Governor: William Burgess

said “I am thankful to everyone who helped
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me get elected to serve and promise to help my
constituents have their voices heard.”

For the second year in a row, there was a
Federalist sweep, with all but one position being
filled by Federalists. This also marks the second
consecutive year that a blind delegate has been
elected lieutenant governor.

The election concluded days of
campaigning as delegates now look ahead to the

final days of Boys State under new leadership.
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Unfortunate Effects of Weather at Boys State

Brandon Porter

In the previous days at Boys State,

everyone who selected to participate in

outdoor activities was unable to due to the rain.

However, Wednesday morning it appeared

as though everyone would finally be able to

participate in their outdoor activities because

there was no rain. Unfortunately, within just

a few minutes before being released from city

meetings to the activities it began to steadily

rain. A majority of the outdoor activities were

then canceled again, except pickleball which

was fortunately able to continue as intended.
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Being the third day in a row most of them were
canceled, it was upsetting for the delegates to
see it happen again. With only one remaining
day of activities being held it would be most

unfortunate for the pattern to continue.
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Opinion: Boys State Marked by Strong Candidates

Logan Johnson
On Wednesday May 27th, members

of Boy’s State would listen to the speeches of
the candidates running for each party in the
judiciary race and the Governor debate, an
important part of the experience of voting for
who is the best candidate that represents us all,
not as parties but as a leader who shares all of
our voices and can put them into action.

Though gubernatorial candidates were

unavailable for comment, one thing was made
exceptionally clear: No matter who represents
Boys State, they truly have the spirit and pride
in Alabama and her people to make a large
impact if elected. The energy from people of

all parties was electric and it truly shows how
connected we have become as a whole. It would
be safe to say that there will be no worries

about the strength in every single one of those

who threw their hats into the ring for all of our
offices!

In conclusion, we, the newspaper staff,
have every belief that these candidates will do
amazing things in the future and that we at
Boy’s State in Alabama plan to show everyone

just how strong we’ve become together.

Constitutional Convention Interest Group

Jaiden Bloodworth

Over the past few days, the delegates
have had several different experiences. One
delegate from the City of McCray described the
experience as “exciting and a great environment
to be in” Furthermore, the delegate explained
that they were taught to analyze the flaws in the

existing Alabama constitution and were asked

for their opinions on how to fix it. Additionally,
they were informed that the existing Alabama
constitution has approximately 373,000 words,
has been amended approximately 1,000 times,
and that in 2022, Alabama voters ratified it with
strong bipartisan approval.

Delegates watched an interview video

Hackey Sack Tournament

Eian Strickland

Delegates at Alabama Boys State have
found competition out of the ordinary this
week through a quickly growing Hacky Sack
tournament organized entirely by delegates.
What began as small circles forming between
meetings quickly turned into one of the most

talked-about activities on campus. Each city

selected five representatives to compete,
bringing friendly rivalries and plenty of
attention to the event.

Tournament commissioner, William
Ellard, announced that play begins Wednesday,
May 27, with two play-in rounds created to

keep the bracket moving smoothly. Teams

Nationalist Rally “Straight Vibes”

Michael Pinelo

Tuesday night,
after campaign
speeches, the
Nationalist Party
held its rally. The
informal gathering of
party members was

very eventful. State

auditor candidate

for the Nationalist Party, CatDog Young,

was interviewed about his experience during
the event. He stated that the rally began

with the candidates of the state offices being
“shouted out,” and that love was being shared.
Immediately after the shoutouts, the party called
for CatDog, and he went onstage to “hype up”
the crowd, which he emphatically did. They did

the swag surf dance, vibed, and even did a push-

that further discussed the problems of the
constitution. Throughout the rest of the week,
the delegates will be working together to
prepare the constitution for the newly formed

Alabama Boys State government.

submit video entries of plays instead of normal
head to head competitions, and delegates
gathered throughout the day to practice tricks
and coordinate strategy. While unofficial, the
tournament has become a major social event
at Boys State, drawing spectators from nearly

every delegate.
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up contest. They chanted “Nats” over ‘Feds
during the entirety of the rally. CatDog looks
back at this experience very positively, saying,
“Straight vibes, and just like a brotherhood,

it looked just like a mixed bag of Skittles; it

seemed like we knew each other for a long time.”

A Report About the Doug Jones Topic

Joseph Collante and Mason Hunsinger
As many members of the Boys State assembly

have noticed, there has been growing debate on
the topic of Doug Jones speaking at the general
session on Tuesday. We at the nonpartisan press
have determined that the voices of multiple
individuals should be published to allow for

a better understanding of the topic. To start

off, Colonel Valentine provided a Boys State
official statement: “We were not screening any
questions. We wanted to make sure there were
no repeats and make sure there were no gotcha
questions,” and was well handled. He, alongside
all others questioned, were addressing the

same three specific areas of the topic if there
was screening, if Doug Jones was using this to
campaign, and if the situation was handled well.
His statements were backed by state senator
Doug Murray “Doug Jones was invited by the
American Legion Alabama Boys State program,

and they reached out to multiple candidates

on either side of the political spectrum.”
While the administration is defending
itself against accusations, the students
have expressed opinions, among the most
common comments students argue that
the speech was biased, “promoting his own
campaign instead of teaching leadership”

is one of the most repeated comments

among students, Braxton Ward states that 5

the senator Doug Jones was aware of many
of the students being able to vote soon, and
was campaigning for those who could. The
Boys State administrators decided to give

a speech stating that their decisions were
made essentially to protect the students’
image, now the debate about how different
ideas can be expressed, and what are its

limitations is open.

3. the second highest
official in a state
government

5. the highest court in
the U.S.

Across Down

1. the head of a city’s
government

2. one of the two houses
of a state legislature

4. the head of a states
government




